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Saturday, September 22nd, 

2018. Harms Gallery at 2:30 

pm. Dr. Mary Schweitzer 

will speak on soft-tissue 

preservation in the fossil 

record. 
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In Memorium; CMMFC President Billy Palmer 
 

 
 

This photo of Billy Palmer was taken on September 23, 2008 when he 

helped us quarry a whale skeleton from Calvert Cliffs. Billy left an 

amazing legacy consisting of many superbly well-collected and prepared 

fossils donated to numerous museums! He was also an expert at molding 

and casting fossils. It was an honor for me to have been able to author two 

papers with Billy based on unique fossils he had found. Paleontology has 

lost a naturally gifted fossil-finder. RIP Billy. Debbie Palmer created the 

following memorial in his honor: 

http://www.qeepr.com/profile/BillyPalmer/ 
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Dinosaurs of Maryland at CMM 
 

 
 

Flo Strean (in honor of Bernard M. Strean, Jr.) was 

our major sponsor for this exhibit. Way to go Flo! 

Photo by P. Paterson. 

 

 
 

Jessica Allen was also a sponsor. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

 
 

(From left to right) Donald Morgan III , Mike 

Folmer, and Rick Smith. Both Mike and Rick loaned 

specimens from their personal collections for this 

exhibit. Many thanks! They were in attendance during 

the exhibit opening in April. 

 

 
 

Clarence Schumaker, the artist who created the 

dinosaur mural was also in attendance. Permission to 

include the graphics in our exhibit was granted by the 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 

Commission (M-NCPPC). Photos by S. Godfrey. 
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The Importance of Looking 

Downward 
By Gerald Elgert 

 

For nearly 200 years, the Baltimore to 

Washington corridor of former iron mines and clay 

pits has been known as Dinosaur Alley. Not much 

evidence of that Mesozoic time exists any longer, at 

least on the surface, having been built over with 

commercial and residential developments. In isolated 

places, a bit of that past timescape still exists as 

county parkland or federal research properties. 

Perhaps the best known is Dinosaur Park ï a mere 7 

acres on the boundary of a warehouse development, 

just south of Laurel, Maryland. From excavations, an 

ecology of 112 millions of years past is to be found 

buried beneath these recent constructions. Now we 

can discover evidence of dinosaurs and their cousins, 

marine lizards and even flying pterosaurs and 

smallish primitive mammals who lived and died here. 

We find their fossilized remains, mainly as bones and 

teeth, but interesting enough ï no footprints, at least 

not until recently.   

 Enter Ray Stanford, who lives nearby and 

his wife, Sheila, who used to work at the NASA-

Goddard Space Flight Center property located just a 

few miles southward, along Greenbelt Road. The 

story is that Ray was dropping off his wife at work 

and that he happened to look down, at the ground, and 

saw this tiny piece of ironstone with what appeared to 

be the impression of a footprint. Ray was later to 

realize the impression was that of a nodosaur, a type 

of armored dinosaur.  With impending destruction 

probable because of building construction, a mold and 

plaster cast of the slab was made prior to excavating 

the print-bearing rock. Jon Wolz suggested moving 

the cast in August 2015 to Rayôs house so he could 

highlight the nodosaur track and any other tracks that 

may have been there. With NASAôs Dr. Compton 

Tuckerôs help, Jon moved the cast to Rayôs house. 

Ray soon identified a baby nodosaur and a sauropod 

track on the cast as well. His next step was in calling 

Dr. Matt Carra no, Curator of Dinosaurs at the 

Smithsonian who verified Rayôs identifications.   

 
 

  As Ray related to me, ñEverybody else at 

Goddard was looking up, and I looked down.ò The 

tiny rock that Ray had found turned out to be the end 

of an ironstone slab three feet wide and eight feet 

long, which was literally covered with more than 70 

tracks and other impressions of these now extinct 

monsters and more significantly, their newly created 

neighbors on their own path to evolution, the 

mammals. As University of Colorado paleontologist, 

tracks expert and coauthor Dr. Martin Lockley  

observed, ñWe really have more mammal tracks on 

this single slab then almost all of the mammal tracks 

(known) from the age of dinosaurs.ò Eventually the 

slab has revealed five large pterosaur tracks and 

feeding traces, two large dinosaur tracks of a sauropod 

and a nodosaur, tracks of a crocodilian, a coprolite, an 

impression of what may be an invertebrate, four small 

therapod trackways and 26 small mammal tracks of at 

least three species. (See note below for publication 

details) 

Rayôs discovery was back in 2012. Since then, 

working with the cast, Ray has filled the tracks and 

other depressions with bright stream silt for greater 

visibility. There are plans for moving the exhibit to 

the Goddard Visitor Center for public display. A 

technical paper has been published.  

  A diverse mammal-dominated, footprint 

assemblage from wetland deposits in the Lower 

Cretaceous of Maryland Scientific Reports volume 8, 

Article number: 741 (2018) by Ray Stanford, 

Martin G. Lockley , Compton Tucker, Stephen 

Godfrey and Sheila M Stanford. ƿ 
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A Five-Day Vacation 

Collecting Fossils in the 

Cretaceous Western Interior Sea of 

North-East Texas 
 

By Mike Ellwood 
 

This past winter/spring we stopped off near 

Dallas, Texas to visit some good friends and to try 

once again to do a little fossil collecting (our attempts 

in 2015 & 2016 seemed to have angered the fossil 

gods, resulting in freezing temps and 3 inches of snow 

the first year, and floods of biblical proportions the 

second).  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

our friends and several members of the Dallas 

Paleontology Society (DPS), who served as guides, 

identifiers, and facilitators (some of the locations 

were on private property).  This year, the weather and 

fossil gods smiled upon us! 

 

 
 

Day One was a guided trip up the North Sulfur 

River (NSR) and Baker Creek (Cretaceous Age, Ozan 

Formation) that served to get our eyes adjusted to 

actually seeing objects in the limestone/shale washes 

of the river.  We were able to find about 10 Mosasaur 

vertebra, a tooth, and sections of a mosasaur jaw, 

some fish and turtle material, petrified wood, and 

even several pyrite suns.  After a fun day in the creek, 

we were treated to a wonderful dinner by our guide 

and ended the day sampling single malt scotch (a very 

civilized way to end the day)! 

 

 
 

 
 

Day Two was a trip to collect ammonites near 

Valley View Texas (Cretaceous Age, Duck Creek 

Formation) in Spring Creek.  With an expert guide 

and use of his truck, the only issue was how 

many/how big of ammonites did you want to bring 

home.  Allowing for the size of our vehicle, discretion 

was key.  Lovely examples of Mortoniceras sp., 

Eopachydiscus sp. (~18ò) and Idiohamites followed 
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