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This photo of Billy Palmer was taken on September 23, 2008 when he
helped us quarry a whale skeleton from Calvert Cliffs. Billy left an
amazing legacy consisting of many superbly well-collected and prepared
fossils donated to numerous museums! He was also an expert at molding
and casting fossils. It was an honor for me to have been able to author two
papers with Billy based on unique fossils he had found. Paleontology has
lost a naturally gifted fossil-finder. RIP Billy. Debbie Palmer created the
following memorial in his honor:
http://www.qeepr.com/profile/BillyPalmer/
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Dinosaurs of Maryland at CMM

Flo Strean (in honor of Bernard M. Strean, Jr.) was
our major sponsor for this exhibit. Way to go Flo!
Photo by P. Paterson.

(From left to right) Donald Morgan III, Mike
Folmer, and Rick Smith. Both Mike and Rick loaned
specimens from their personal collections for this
exhibit. Many thanks! They were in attendance during
the exhibit opening in April.

Clarence Schumaker, the artist who created the
dinosaur mural was also in attendance. Permission to
include the graphics in our exhibit was granted by the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission (M-NCPPC). Photos by S. Godfrey.

Jessica Allen was also a sponsor. Thank you for your
generosity!
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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The Importance of Looking
Downward
By Gerald Elgert
For nearly 200 years, the Baltimore to
Washington corridor of former iron mines and clay
pits has been known as Dinosaur Alley. Not much
evidence of that Mesozoic time exists any longer, at
least on the surface, having been built over with
commercial and residential developments. In isolated
places, a bit of that past timescape still exists as
county parkland or federal research properties.
Perhaps the best known is Dinosaur Park – a mere 7
acres on the boundary of a warehouse development,
just south of Laurel, Maryland. From excavations, an
ecology of 112 millions of years past is to be found
buried beneath these recent constructions. Now we
can discover evidence of dinosaurs and their cousins,
marine lizards and even flying pterosaurs and
smallish primitive mammals who lived and died here.
We find their fossilized remains, mainly as bones and
teeth, but interesting enough – no footprints, at least
not until recently.
Enter Ray Stanford, who lives nearby and
his wife, Sheila, who used to work at the NASAGoddard Space Flight Center property located just a
few miles southward, along Greenbelt Road. The
story is that Ray was dropping off his wife at work
and that he happened to look down, at the ground, and
saw this tiny piece of ironstone with what appeared to
be the impression of a footprint. Ray was later to
realize the impression was that of a nodosaur, a type
of armored dinosaur. With impending destruction
probable because of building construction, a mold and
plaster cast of the slab was made prior to excavating
the print-bearing rock. Jon Wolz suggested moving
the cast in August 2015 to Ray’s house so he could
highlight the nodosaur track and any other tracks that
may have been there. With NASA’s Dr. Compton
Tucker’s help, Jon moved the cast to Ray’s house.
Ray soon identified a baby nodosaur and a sauropod
track on the cast as well. His next step was in calling
Dr. Matt Carrano, Curator of Dinosaurs at the
Smithsonian who verified Ray’s identifications.

As Ray related to me, “Everybody else at
Goddard was looking up, and I looked down.” The
tiny rock that Ray had found turned out to be the end
of an ironstone slab three feet wide and eight feet
long, which was literally covered with more than 70
tracks and other impressions of these now extinct
monsters and more significantly, their newly created
neighbors on their own path to evolution, the
mammals. As University of Colorado paleontologist,
tracks expert and coauthor Dr. Martin Lockley
observed, “We really have more mammal tracks on
this single slab then almost all of the mammal tracks
(known) from the age of dinosaurs.” Eventually the
slab has revealed five large pterosaur tracks and
feeding traces, two large dinosaur tracks of a sauropod
and a nodosaur, tracks of a crocodilian, a coprolite, an
impression of what may be an invertebrate, four small
therapod trackways and 26 small mammal tracks of at
least three species. (See note below for publication
details)
Ray’s discovery was back in 2012. Since then,
working with the cast, Ray has filled the tracks and
other depressions with bright stream silt for greater
visibility. There are plans for moving the exhibit to
the Goddard Visitor Center for public display. A
technical paper has been published.
A diverse mammal-dominated, footprint
assemblage from wetland deposits in the Lower
Cretaceous of Maryland Scientific Reports volume 8,
Article number: 741 (2018) by Ray Stanford,
Martin G. Lockley, Compton Tucker, Stephen
Godfrey and Sheila M Stanford. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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A Five-Day Vacation
Collecting Fossils in the
Cretaceous Western Interior Sea of
North-East Texas
By Mike Ellwood
This past winter/spring we stopped off near
Dallas, Texas to visit some good friends and to try
once again to do a little fossil collecting (our attempts
in 2015 & 2016 seemed to have angered the fossil
gods, resulting in freezing temps and 3 inches of snow
the first year, and floods of biblical proportions the
second). I would like to take this opportunity to thank
our friends and several members of the Dallas
Paleontology Society (DPS), who served as guides,
identifiers, and facilitators (some of the locations
were on private property). This year, the weather and
fossil gods smiled upon us!

Day One was a guided trip up the North Sulfur
River (NSR) and Baker Creek (Cretaceous Age, Ozan
Formation) that served to get our eyes adjusted to
actually seeing objects in the limestone/shale washes
of the river. We were able to find about 10 Mosasaur
vertebra, a tooth, and sections of a mosasaur jaw,
some fish and turtle material, petrified wood, and
even several pyrite suns. After a fun day in the creek,
we were treated to a wonderful dinner by our guide
and ended the day sampling single malt scotch (a very
civilized way to end the day)!

Day Two was a trip to collect ammonites near
Valley View Texas (Cretaceous Age, Duck Creek
Formation) in Spring Creek. With an expert guide
and use of his truck, the only issue was how
many/how big of ammonites did you want to bring
home. Allowing for the size of our vehicle, discretion
was key. Lovely examples of Mortoniceras sp.,
Eopachydiscus sp. (~18”) and Idiohamites followed

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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us home. We managed to take a quick stop at the old
Razor Ranch locality on the drive home to pick up
several nice echinoids and a large gastropod.

hours of work exposed about 20 Tylosaurus proriger
(mosasaur) vertebra, many with their processes and
chevrons still associated. As it was getting late and
another great dinner awaited (along with a two mile
hike out followed by an hour plus drive) we left for
the day in agreement to change our collecting plans
for the next day and to return.

Day Three found us up near Sherman, Texas
in the Post Oak Creek screening for shark teeth. We
were very pleased to be able to find some nice
examples of Ptychodus sp. A shark with peg-like teeth
used for eating ammonites, as they are very different
from what we find along the Chesapeake Bay.

Day Four saw us back in the NSR and
connecting creeks to hunt for the smaller but beautiful
ammonites from the “Red-Zone) (Cretaceous Age –
Ozan Formation). We were able to collect several
nice ammonites when Kathy “commented” on the
lovely Mosasaur vertebra showing in the formation.
Well, that ended ammonite hunting for a while! There
were seven associated tail vertebra showing and a few

Day Five found us back up the creek (so to
speak) moving rock in the NSR in hopes of finding
more of the mosasaur. We managed to find several
more vertebra and then the exposure seemed to die out
(somewhere to look in the future after more flood
events move some additional rock). We hunted
around and got several more lovely ammonites and
then packed things up for the hike out, drive back, and
packing for the long drive home. We want to take this
time again to thank our friends and guides from DPS
for getting us access to collecting locations and
helping us find such wonderful specimens (and
assuring that we had a fabulous time). Needless to
say, it could not have happened without you! The
third time was the charm. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Large Coprolite from 19’-Long
Miocene Crocodile

The Silverthorn Shell Collection
Several years ago, the Calvert Marine
Museum received a large collection of modern sea
shells from the Silverthorn family. The collection had
been assembled by Lt. General Merwin H. Silverthorn
during his global travels. Recently, the US Marine
Corps created a video about Merwin Silverthorn in a
series commemorating famous World War I battles.
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/599457/marinesmarine-merwin-silverthorn-legacy
Submitted by M. Silverthorn. ☼

Michael Scott Verdin found this coprolite along
Calvert Cliffs! There is a formula that equates
diameter of scat to length of animal. In other words,
somebody calculated the equation that allows you to
know the length of a croc based on the diameter of
their poop. So a poop like this, that is 8.5 cm in
diameter, came from a Thecachampsa that would
have been over 19 feet long!
Diameter of Scat = 0.012(Croc Body Length) + 1.10
Although it might seem painful to imagine passing
this…for a 19’-long croc, this was just the usual fare.
Photo by S. Godfrey. ☼

THE MEG
(The Movie)

Free Online Course on Extinctions:
“Extinctions- Past and Present”
Anyone, anywhere in the world can do the course!
The course is at a popular-level and is spread over 5
weeks – but people can do it at their own pace. So far
about 10 000 people have taken the course, and the
good news is that the course is ranked as a ‘2017 TOP
50 MOOC’ (massive open online course) out of about
8000 MOOC’s in the world! 
Here
is
the
link
to
join:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/extinctionspast-present

Watch the movie trailer at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGYXExfKhmo

Submitted by J. Nance. ☼
Submitted by A. Chinsamy-Turan. ☼
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Calvert Marine Museum
becomes Maryland State Center
for Paleontology Collections
and Research
Calvert County Press Release, May 15, 2018
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan Designates
Calvert Marine Museum as Maryland
State Paleontology Center

given us the opportunity to do in-depth collection and
study of fossils,” said Calvert Marine Museum
Curator of Paleontology Dr. Stephen Godfrey. “The
museum has the largest collection of local Miocene
marine fossils outside of the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of Natural History and currently it is the only
institution collecting, preserving and studying this
amazing Maryland treasure.”
In addition to working within the professional
paleontological community, the Calvert Marine
Museum shares its resources with the public through
dynamic exhibits, public fossil field programs, a
lecture series, a fossil club made up of avid
avocational collectors, community events, classes and
camps, and The Ecphora, a quarterly newsletter.
As Maryland’s Paleontology Center, the
Calvert Marine Museum will further expand its
collection and exhibits with fossils from across the
state. Within the next five years, the museum plans to
construct a new paleontology center. The new facility
will include the paleo library, collections storage,
office space for paleo staff, preparation areas,
receiving areas for large fossils and conference space.

The Calvert County Board of County
Commissioners announced on May 15th that
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan signed a bill
designating the Calvert Marine Museum as the State
Paleontology Collections and Research Center. The
legislation establishes the museum, located in
Solomons, Maryland, as the official repository of
Maryland’s rich and diverse fossil finds and
collections.
“We are thrilled that our state legislature and
our governor recognize the Calvert Marine Museum
is not just the jewel in Calvert County’s crown,” said
Board President Evan Slaughenhoupt. “It truly is a
distinguished flagship museum for the state and a
renowned tourist destination.”
“Being named Maryland’s paleontology
center is a singular honor,” said Calvert Marine
Museum Director Sherrod Sturrock. “The
designation recognizes the excellent work in
paleontology that staff at the museum have done over
the years.”
The Calvert Marine Museum allows visitors to
Seated is Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford, Governor
explore how the prehistoric past, natural
Larry Hogan, Speaker Mike Busch. Back row is
environments and maritime heritage come to life and
CMM intern Alexandra Garnand, CMM Director
tell a unique story of the Chesapeake Bay. The
Sherrod Sturrock, CMM Curator of Paleontology
museum’s staff has been collecting and preserving
Dr. Stephen Godfrey, CMM Board of Governor
fossils from across the state for more than 40 years.
member Marianne Harms, CMM intern Leah
According to John Nance, the museum’s collections
Shteynman, and CMM intern Addison Siemon.
manager, there are more than 100,000 fossils in the
Photo courtesy of Governor Larry Hogan.☼
collection including 600 modern skeletons; 200 casts;
5,000 modern shells and 10,000 volumes in the Ralph
Eshelman Library.
“Being located near Calvert Cliffs, the most
important fossil deposit in the state of Maryland, has
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter

8 The Ecphora June 2018

Another Carcharodon hastalis
trying to become
Carcharodon carcharias

an early attempt by C. hastalis teeth at becoming fully
serrated. Photos by S. Godfrey. ☼

Structural Support for Serrations

Here are two modified photos from KD Fossils that
I've used in a lecture on feeding structures. The
smooth Isurolamna cutting edge has thin, essentially
continuous
enameloid
layers.
In
Palaeocarcharodon, the PBE (Parallel-Bundled
Enameloid) forms thick, flattened, U-shaped areas
that span the bottom of each notch (arrows point to
In the September 2017 issue of The Ecphora, I
four of these U-shaped areas). The PBE stains very
included a partially serrated tooth that Mike Ellwood
darkly, suggesting it may be denser than in smooth
found along Calvert Cliffs. Well he found another one.
cutting edges. The reinforcement is necessary
It too has clearly defined serrations that mark the
because the notches between serrations are weak
base of the cutting edge. But fully serrated
points that can increase the likelihood of the tooth
Carcharodon carcharias teeth appear much later in
fracturing. By analogy, this is why there is a notch
the fossil record, so this was yet another example of
labeled 'Tear Here' on bags of potato chips (or candy,
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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see the following photo): this concentrates strain at
the base of the notch and allows the bag to be ripped
open more easily. Without the notch, potato chip bags
can be very difficult to open because the strain is
dissipated over a much larger region of the bag. Text
and photos submitted by Dr. B. Kent.

Clovis Point Found

During his fossiliferous peregrinations, Walt Johns
found this nearly complete Clovis point.
Archaeologists' most precise determinations at
present suggest that the Clovis culture appeared
13,200 to 12,900 years ago. Clovis people are
considered to be the ancestors of most of the
indigenous cultures of the Americas (Wikipedia:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clovis_culture ). Photo
by S. Godfrey. ☼

☼

Whale at Westmoreland
Meg Tooth Stolen...
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-ofscience/wp/2018/03/13/a-fossilized-tooth-of-a-giantshark-sat-undisturbed-at-a-secret-location-then-itwas-stolen/
Submitted by D. Alves. ☼

Strange Mummy in the Atacama
Here is one of my favorite photos from Westmoreland
(along the Potomac River in Virginia). Dr. Frank
Whitmore is in the back of the hole, me (Ralph
Eshelman) looking at the camera and Al Myrick in
the foreground. Photo taken 1967. Text and photo
submitted by R. Eshelman. ☼

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/was-atiny-mummy-in-the-atacama-an-alien-no-but-thereal-story-is-almost-as-strange/arBBKA19p?li=BBnb7Kz&ocid=iehp
Submitted by D. Wood. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Self-Bitten Meg Tooth

Bill Prochownik found this very small pathological
“Hubble” megalodon tooth locally.

Self-Bitten Mako?

Bill Prochownik found this remarkable meg tooth
that shows that the enameloid blade was sliced
through, presumably by other meg teeth that raked its
surface.

Minute Megalodon

Bill Prochownik also found this most curious
Carcharodon hastalis tooth. Notice how the sides of
the blade were broken away…almost like it was struck
by two adjacent teeth. Perhaps a self-bitten tooth?
Photos by S. Godfrey. ☼

Lincoln Dryden
http://www.aaubreybodine.com/gallery/default.asp?b
c=46-088&tag=Calvert&rtn=spec
The Dryden’s provided funds that now comprise the
Clarissa and Lincoln Dryden Endowment for
Paleontology at the Calvert Marine Museum.
Submitted by R. Eshelman. ☼
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Update on the Critically
Endangered Vaquita
http://www.aza.org/heartbreak-off-coast
Submitted by L. Rink. ☼

Jamestown Shark Teeth
Editor’s Note: On a recent trip to James City,
CMMFC member Dr. Ralph Eshelman found the
following shark-tooth related items with exhibit
captions included here.

Late 17th century Governor’s Land
Archaeological site, James City
County, Virginia.

The following caption accompanied this tooth: “A
colonist engaging in the gentlemanly pastime of
collecting must have picked up this 17-million-yearold fossil from a James River beach where they can
still be found today.”
Photos and text submitted by R. Eshelman. ☼

Organized Collection

The following caption accompanied this tooth: “Shark
teeth had spiritual significance for some African
peoples, which may explain why they are often found
on slave quarter sites.”
Recently, Walt Johns (far right) gave our department
a tour of his extensive fossil collection! Many thanks.
Photo by S. Godfrey. ☼
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Miocene Spider Crab

Marcus Jones found this remarkable carapace of a
Miocene spider crab (Libinia sp.) along the Potomac
River. Photo by S. Godfrey. ☼

Szala’s On a Roll…

Nick Szala holding the sperm whale tooth he found
along the Potomac River.

Illustration of the extant common spider crab (Libinia
emarginata) found in the Chesapeake Bay. From:
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/S=0/fieldguide/critte
r/common_spider_crab
Jeanne had a good day as well! Another find from
along the Potomac River.
Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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CMM Catalogue Online
So you want to look up a specimen
that you donated to the Calvert
Marine Museum? Search through
our catalogued specimens at:
Ken Szala found these unassociated whale vertebrae.
Photos submitted by K. Szala. ☼

For those of you who love all
things Whale-related...
The New Bedford Whaling Museum, in
partnership with Mystic Seaport, has developed the
world's most comprehensive whaling history database
and it is now available for all to use at
WhalingHistory.org. Researchers, genealogists,
students, teachers, and history buffs alike will find it
to be the most robust and useful repository of whaling
history documentation and scholarship.

http://calvertmarinemuseum.pastpe
rfectonline.com/advancedsearch
Many thanks to Paleo Collections
Manager, John Nance for making
this happen! ☼
Shark Tooth Coasters

The data presented combines many sources
including logbooks, journals, ship registers,
newspapers, business papers, and custom house
records. Users will be able to find and trace whaling
voyages and ships to specific log books, as well as the
list of crew members aboard most of the voyages.
The foundational fabric of Whaling History
features three databases that have been stitched
together - the American Offshore Whaling Voyage
(AOWV) database, the American Offshore Whaling
Log database, and an extensive whaling crew list
database.
All data is open to the public and is
downloadable for any researcher to use with other
tools and systems. ☼

Coasters featuring four drawings of Miocene shark
teeth are now available in the Calvert Marine
Museum store. The drawings were created by Curator
of Paleontology Stephen Godfrey. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Modern Beaver Skull

Dinosaur in Costa Rica

While on a recent trip to Costa Rica, CMMFC
Treasurer Christa Conant stumbled upon this
Tyrannosaurus rex. Photo by C. Conant. ☼
Not ancient, but interesting how similar the grinding
teeth are to the mammoth tooth fossil we have. You
and everyone are doing great things for our
community and especially the kids. Thanks for all you
do. Scan and text submitted by C. Johansen. ☼

Tiny Crab Claw

World's Smallest Mollusk Museum
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-ofscience/wp/2017/11/28/the-creators-of-the-worldssmallest-mollusk-museum-have-giantambitions/?utm_term=.5280b3b524fc
Submitted by M. L. Pojeta. ☼

A Mike Ellwood find from along Calvert Cliffs. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Billfish Hypural

Mythical Horseshoe Crab

Michael Scott Verdin found this large billfish
(Makaira, Istiophoridae) hypural (posterior-most
vertebra to which the tail fin-rays attach) along
Calvert Cliffs. Photo by S. Godfrey. ☼

Blue Marlin:
http://fishwrecked.com/forum/fishwreckapedia

This very unusual extant horseshoe crab molt exhibits
a doubly-forked telson. It was in the collection of the
late Dr. John Pojeta (USGS/Smithsonian). Photo by
S. Godfrey. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Avocational Happenings within the
Paleontological Society
By Jayson Kowinsky

Left to Right: Arnie Miller (President of P.S.), Jayson
Kowinksy (Avocational Liaison), Bruce MacFadden
(President-Elect of P.S.)
Since becoming the Avocational Liaison to
the Paleontology Society council, I have been
collaborating with council members to help the P.S.
better serve the needs of the amateur community.
President Arnie Miller and President-Elect Bruce
MacFadden are excited to see outcomes from this
liaison position. We recently had a mid-year council
meeting and I would like to share some outcomes that
will positively affect the amateur community.
The Avocational Corner:
The
“Avocational
Corner”
of
the
Paleontological Society will soon go live. This
separate section of the P.S. website is devoted to all
things in the amateur fossil collecting realm. One of
the goals of this section is to stress the importance of
amateurs in the field of paleontology.
The first highlights that will become available
in the Avocational Corner is an interview section that
spotlights amateurs across the country and their
contributions to science. We will also have a section
with stories on how specific amateur finds have
contributed to professional research. Finally, there
will be a Fossil Identification form where people can
ask about their fossils. We have created a “Fossil I.D.

team” ready to identify fossils. I would like to
introduce our Fossil I.D. team members:
Jack Boyland is a local expert on Native
American artifacts and New Jersey fossils, especially
dinosaur footprints of New Jersey. He also helped
with a dinosaur track research paper and helps
classify fossils at the Morris Museum.
Lee Cone is the President of the Special
Friends of the Aurora Fossil Museum and expert on
Carolina
Fossils.
He
has
found
many
unique specimens in the Carolinas, including the
"Cone Whale" on display at the Mace Brown
Museum in Charleston, SC. He has also spoken at
two GSA events and is a big supporter of the
FOSSIL Project.
Paul Murdoch is a local Calvert Cliffs expert
and the Vice-President of the CMM's fossil club. He
has found more fossil cetacean specimens and has
done more excavations as a volunteer for the Calvert
Marine Museum than I can count. He now operates
Chesapeake Heritage and Paleontology Tours, which
is a fossil guide service for fossil collecting along
Calvert Cliffs.
Bill Shankle is an integral part of the
Delaware Valley Paleontological Society. He is a
research associate at the New Jersey State Museum
and the board president of the Big Horn Basin
Paleontological Institute. He has also helped with the
FOSSIL Project by jointly leading a field trip with me
at a GSA event in Pittsburgh.
It is my hope that this Avocational Corner will
expand well beyond these initial sections and will
become a valuable resource to the amateur
community.

Guest Speaker Program:
One of the original goals was to foster a guest
speaker program that would present at various
amateur fossil clubs and societies. At the meeting we
formulated, and will soon enact, a plan that will have
some Paleontologists from the Paleontological
Society’s Distinguished Lecturers give talks at local
fossil clubs.
The Distinguished Lecturers are
composed of top notch Paleontologists. Here is a list
of the Paleontological Societies current Distinguished
Lecturers.

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Addition of a second amateur in a Paleontological
Society leadership role:
One of the main problems facing the amateur
community is the loss of valuable fossil collecting
locations. The P.S. council unanimously voted to
create an Ad Hoc Government Relations Committee.
I am pleased to announce that an amateur will be part
of this committee. I recommended Linda McCall to
serve as the amateur. Linda’s important role will be to
work with the Paleontological Society and advocate
for the amateur community to help keep fossil sites
open, to re-open closed sites, and foster relationships
with lawmakers that can impact fossil collecting rules
and regulations. For those of you who don’t know
Linda, let me give an introduction.
Linda
McCall
is
an
avocational
paleontologist and Research Fellow at the University
of Texas at Austin. She is a member of numerous
regional paleontological and geological societies
across the country. She serves on the steering
committee of the FOSSIL Project, and she was active
in recruiting amateur paleontological community
support in soliciting PRPA responses during the
recent comment period. She has partnered with her
mentors at the University of Texas to publish
technical paleontological papers and has presented the
work several times. Her current areas of interest are
Oligocene color retention in the River Bend
Formation, Cretaceous marine ecosystems in North
Carolina, the Austin area encompassing the Edwards
and Del Rio formations and the Austin Group, and
preserved ligament in the Plio-Pleistocene
Waccamaw Formation in North Carolina.
There are many more avocational goals in the
works for the Paleontological Society. If you would
like to be part of the society, I want to remind
everyone of the new Amateur / Avocational
membership category. This membership category,
meant to entice amateurs, starts at a discounted rate of
$30.00 and includes the benefits of regular
membership, including FREE online access to both
the Journal of Paleontology and Paleobiology, FREE
access to complete chapters of upcoming volumes of
the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology, and many
more perks! Together we can make a difference. Join
the Paleontological Society.

CALVERT MARINE MUSEUM
FOSSIL CLUB EVENTS
Saturday, September 22th, 2018. Fossil Club
meeting at 1:00 pm in the 3rd floor lounge followed by
a public lecture in the Harms Gallery at 2:30 pm. Dr.
Mary Schweitzer will speak on soft-tissue
preservation in the fossil record.
Saturday, November 17th, 2018. 12:00 PM –
Location to be Determined, potluck lunch, meeting,
and presentation. ☼

Dinosaur Footprints

Inspired by the dinosaur footprints found at NASA
Goddard in Greenbelt, MD, paleo artist Jeri Cuffley
created this fanciful work featuring a trackway of
theropod prints. Yes, Jeri knows that humans and
these kinds of dinosaurs did not co-exist… Photo
submitted by J. Cuffley. ☼

Newsletter website: http://calvertmarinemuseum.com/204/The-Ecphora-Newsletter
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Many thanks to Mike Ellwood, Donald Morgan III,
and John Nance for proofreading this edition.
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